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who had murdered President Minard, and was arranging for his trial at Tours. He had also confined in the chateaux of Blois and Tours a considerable number of gentlemen who had seemed compromised, to inspire a certain degree of terror in the nobles; they, however, were not terrified, but saw in the Reformation a fulcrum for the love of resistance they derived from a feeling of their inborn equality with the King. Now, the prisoners at Blois had contrived to escape, and, by a singular fatality, those who had been shut up at Tours had just followed their example.
" Madame," said the Cardinal de Chatillon to Mme. de Fieschi, " if anyone takes an interest in the prisoners from Tours, they are in the greatest danger."
On hearing this speech, the Chancellor looked around at the group of the elder Queen's maids of honor.
" Yes, for young Desvaux, the Prince de Conde's equerry, who was imprisoned at Tours, added a bitter jest to his escape. He is said to have written a note to MM. de Guise to this effect:
" c We have heard of the escape of your prisoners at Blois; it has grieved us so much, that we are about to run after them; we will bring them back to you as soon as we have arrested them.'"
Though he relished this pleasantry, the Chancellor looked sternly at M. de Chatillon.
At this instant louder voices were heard in the King's bedchamber. The two marshals, with Robertet and the Chancellor, went forward, for it was not merely a question of life and death to the King; everybody was in the secret of the danger to the Chancellor, to Catherine, and to her adherents. The silence that ensued was absolute.
Ambroise had examined the King; the moment seemed favorable for the operation; if it were not performed, he might die at any moment. As soon as the brothers de Guise came in, he explained to them the causes of the King's sufferings, and demonstrated that in such extremities